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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 
 
The Supreme Headquarters, Allied Expeditionary Force (SHAEF) was a joint U.S.-British 
military organization created in England in February 1944 to carry out the invasion of western 
Europe.  Dwight D. Eisenhower, an officer of the United States Army, was appointed Supreme 
Allied Commander.  Eisenhower organized his staff along U.S. military lines with separate staff 
sections devoted to personnel (G-1), intelligence (G-2), operations (G-3), logistics (G-4) and 
civilian affairs (G-5).   
 
General Harold R. Bull, a graduate of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, had gone to 
England in October 1943 to assist in initial planning for the invasion.  After SHAEF was created, 
Bull was appointed Assistant Chief of Staff for Operations (G-3).  Bull served in the position 
until the end of the war.  Bull and his staff compiled extensive files on planning for the 
Normandy Invasion and the post-war occupation of Germany.  
 
After the conclusion of hostilities in May 1945, SHAEF staff began to close down its activities 
and SHAEF was formally dissolved in July 1945.  A small joint U.S.-British organization, the 
Combined Administrative Liquidating Agency (CALA), was created to finish disbanding the 
SHAEF organization.  Because both the U.S. and British governments had an interest in SHAEF, 
arrangements were made so that both countries could have copies of the SHAEF records.  The 
Combined Chiefs of Staff decided that all the original records of SHAEF would be given to the 
U.S., while microfilm copies of the records would be given to the British.   
 
The CALA staff organized the SHAEF records by office of origin, and then by whatever filing 
scheme had been used in the office.  After the arrangement was complete, inventories were 
prepared of all the files.  These were usually lists of file titles and contained no information on 
individual documents or the administrative nature of the office that created the files.  The files 
were then microfilmed, except for a few routine items and some personnel files.  The film was 
sent to the British government while the original records and a duplicate copy of the film was 
sent to the U.S. government.  The records are now at the National Archives as part of Record 
Group 331, Records of Allied Operational and Occupation Headquarters.   
 
This collection consists of a duplicate copy of the microfilm of the records that were maintained 
in Bull's office at SHAEF.  Most of the material consists of cables, correspondence, reports and 
maps.  The first three reels (consisting of 16mm film) contain the bulk of the records.  While 
filming the records, oversized maps and charts were removed from the files and filmed 
separately on a reel of 35mm film, which comprises reel number four.  Cross-reference sheets 
were filmed with the records to show the locations from which the oversized items had been 
removed.   
 
Additional information on the work of the G-3 staff section is in several other collections at the 
Eisenhower Library.  These include the personal papers of General Harold Bull, the SHAEF 
Selected Records, the Walter Bedell Smith Collection of World War II Records, and the 
microfilm of the records of the Secretary of the General Staff of SHAEF.   
 



CONTAINER LIST 
 
Box No.  Reel No. Contents [frame numbers] 
 
  1  1  Retake  [ECLIPSE Memorandum #1; frame 418] 
 
     APOSTLE I & II  [1-87] 
 
     SHAEF Post Hostilities Handbook  [88-229] 
 
     Directive For Military Government of Germany Prior to Defeat or 

Surrender  [230-332] 
 
     ECLIPSE Planning  [333-376] 
 
     ECLIPSE Operation  [377-416] 
 
     ECLIPSE Memos  [417-760] 
 
     Airborne  [761-904] 
 
     Allied Forces HQ (Africa)  [905-928] 
 
     Availability of Forces, Craft, etc.  [929-941] 
 
     Conference Notes - P.S.O.  [942-1000] 
 
     COSSAC Conferences  [1001-1128] 
 
     Data on Craft, Ships and Equipment  [1129-1156] 
 
     First U.S. Army Gp.  [1157-1180] 
 
     Landing Tactics and Techniques  [1181-1186] 
 
     Memos from COSSAC to P.S.C.s  [1187-1190] 
 
     Meteorological Data  [1191-1208] 
 
     Notes on British Organizations  [1209-1216] 
 
     CROSSBOW  [1217-1220] 
 
     DRAGOON  [1221-1273] 
 
 1  2  Retake  [2 page handwritten note; frames 261-262] 
 
     Planning Staff, SHAEF  [1-161] 



Box No.  Reel No. Contents 
 
 1  2  PWE/OWI  [162-204] 
(cont.) 
     Raids and Reconnaissance  [205-250] 
 
     Reports by C.O.S. to S.A.C.  [251-265] 
 
     Scientific Data  [266-281] 
 
     Suggested Far Shore GPS.  [282-301] 
 
     Training  [302-305] 
 
     "Neptune" Initial Joint Plan  [306-450] 
 
     Post "Neptune"  [451-478] 
 
     "Neptune" Third Army Outline Plan  [479-600] 
 
     "Overlord" Reports and Appreciation  [601-740] 
 
     "Overlord" Maps  [741-750] 
 
     "Overlord" Directives  [751-784] 
 
     "Overlord" Misc.  [785-931] 
 
     "Overlord" Cover Plan  [932-1038] 
 
     "Overlord" Buildup  [1039-1101] 
 
     "Overlord" Operation Appreciation Parts 1, 2, 3  [1102-1283] 
 
     "Fortitude"  [1284-1405] 
 
     "Apostle"  [1406-1420] 
 
 
 1  3  Retake [handwritten note reading "Document 101 Missing From Files"] 
 
     Combatting the Guerrilla  [1-43] 
 
     Handbook for Unit Commanders  [44-97] 
 
     Handbook for the Military Occupation of Germany  [98-292] 
 
     Handbook Governing Policy and Procedure for Military Occupation of 

Germany  [293-455] 
 



Box No.  Reel No. Contents 
 
 1  3  Handbook for Military Government in Germany  [456-791] 
(cont.) 
     Military Government of Germany Technical Manual for Public Health 

Officers  [792-835] 
 
     Military Government of Germany; Financial and Property Control 

Technical Manual  [836-1001] 
 
 
   4  Operation DOOMSDAY (Maps) 
 
     Operation APOSTLE (Maps) 
 
     War Cabinet Operation OVERLORD Maps  [includes series of situation 

maps and geo-topographical maps] 
 
     Operation DRAGOON (Maps) 
 
     Germany - Forecast of Operations  [series of maps re assault areas for 

operations against Germany] 
 
     Operation VARSITY  [series of maps] 
 
     The Else to the Baltic 
 
     Annex #2 to the Report on the Else to the Baltic 
 
     Reduction of the Ruhr Pocket (Sketches #11)  
 
     Situation After Opening of Arnheim 
 
     Map SHAEF (45) 8 Situation Three Weeks after Opening of Emmerich 
 
     Map Situation One Week After Opening of Emmerich 
 
     Map Situation Prior to Capture of Emmerich 
 
     Map Roads North of Ruhr Showing Minimum Requirements for US and 

British Forces 
 
     Map Amsterdam - Hannover - Topography and Defense Lines 
 
     Map Situation at Completion of Isolation of Ruhr 
 
     Map Amsterdam - Hannover SHAEF (45) 8 Objectives  
 



Box No.  Reel No. Contents 
 
 1  4  Map Germany 
(cont.) 
     Map Present Strength and Distribution of Norwegian Resistance 

Movement 
 
     Map Scandinavia & Baltic States - Airfields  
 
     Map Scandinavia & Baltic States - Road and Rail Communications From 

Sweden 
 
     Map re Eclipse Memo #7 Civil Censorship 
 
     Map Scandinavia & Baltic States - Enemy Defenses in Norway 
 
     Map SHAEF (44) 34  Germany 
 

END OF CONTAINER LIST 


